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MEMORANDUM FOfU 



Pursuant to ear telephone conversation Friday, I 
Am attaching a memo from Mr, Abbot Smith, Acting Chairman 
of th* Board of National Eitisatei, oa the possible roper - 
cuss Ions of the Stanleyville rescue operation*. The paper 
i n dicate s the reaction among African states, p rind pail y 
***** critical of our Congo policy, s< well a* propaganda 
stirred up by the Communists, would be vigorous although 
ita extent would be Inversely proportionate to the time 
consumed la the operation. 

It should be noted that tha lack of precise knowledge 
as to the location, of the Americans and most Europeans at 
Stanleyville, end tha fact there are several hundred Europeans 
and mrs* Americans in rebel-held territory outside of 
Stanleyville, principally in Paulis, Watea and BunU. increases 
the possibility of rebel massacres even if the opt ration 
(irrespective of how carefully It is planned and executed) 
should accomplish its mission. 
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JOHN A. Me CO HE 

Attachment: /%'S 7 eJV- fi (k & ^ e *^j 

Copy to: Special Assistant to the President 
far National Security Affairs 
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